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By HON. W. T. HARRIS,
United States Commissioner of Education.
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UCH as we are pleased with the contemplation of the vast |

army of school children marshaled each year into the ele-
mentary school, there is another phase of our statistics |
which really gives us greater cause for rejoicing, and I
wish briefly to go over with you some of the statistics
relating to secondary and higher education: for, while
there is progress in securing a longer school year and
an increased number of days in actual attendance in the
elementary school, there is a far greater ratio of increase
in the numbers that continue their studies bevond the eight years'
work of the district school and enter the public high school, or the
private academy, and this great increase in secondary education has‘
furnished its quota of population prepared to enter college. The
first aspect of this increase in secondary pupils is the opening of new |
high schools, It would seem as though the whole population of the
country, in all its sections, north, sonth, cast and west, had resolved
to have free high school instruction for its children, for in the past
ten years—and three years (1893, 1896 and 18g7) were years of
financial disaster—there was an increase in the total number of high |
schools from 2,526 in 1890 to 6,005 in 1900,

The number of high schools in the United States in 1860 was
about 40. At that time wise people shook their heads and said:
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“It is doubtfnl i the constitution permits the education of the
people in free high schools. District schools may be all right enough,
but our forefathers never intended to furnish a liberal education to
all children at the expense of the taxpayers.” The friends of free
high schools were somewhat uneasy over this. But the mext ten
years saw the number of high schools rise to four times their former
numbéer—the 40 of 1860 had increased to at least 160 in 1870; and
in the next ten years the increase continued, so that by 1880 there
were in operation nearly Soo public high schools. These, as we
have seen, reached 2,526 in 1890, and 6,005 in 1900,

The most noteworthy circumstance connected with this is that
the increase of public high schools has gone on in all sections of
the country., Take, for example, the North Atlantic states; these
already had 786 high schools in 1890, and they came near to doubling
their quota in 1900, in which year they reported 1,448, The South
Atlantic states had only 115 high schools in 1890, but in ten years
they had in operation nearly four times as many, for they reporff 449
in 1900. 'The South Central $tates did even better than this, for they
increased their public high schools from 158 to 675, The Western
division of states—including those on the Pacific coast and states in
the mountains—had g1 high schools in 1800, but 270 in 1900. The
North Central states have long led in the number of public secondary
schools. They had in 1800 more than half of all the high schools in
the country, and they have more than hali now. Their quota in-
creased from 1,370 to 3,103 public high schools,

We all know that an increase in the number of schools does
not always mean an increase in the number of pupils. T must add
to our survey of the increase of high schools the data in regard to
pupils, And it is gratifving to know that, on the whole, the increase
in secondarv pupils in high schools has been much greater than the
increase in the number of separate schools. The whole United States
enrolled in round numbers 203,000 high school pupils in 1890, and
520,000 in 1900,
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would once have becn regarded as extremely hazardous.
Ingenuity is the keyword in the present day and age;
and many a stiecess of to-day has its very foundation in
the breaking of some one-time sacred business precaution.

evolved as the result of sad experience; but it was ex-
perience of a slower age than this. This is an age of
“new kinks.” Old methods need revising, care being

right dealing be not violated. The man who can attend to this re-
vision with the greatest shrewdness and who can most readily adapt
old principles to their new surroundings, is one whose services are
in greatest demand.

Many business proverbs which we have so long held sacred,
although founded upon solid general principles, may be taken with
a grain or more of allowance. “Early to bed and early to rise, makes
a man healthy, wealthy and wise,” may still be regarded, perhaps,
as & good enough general principle, but it shiould not be taken too
literally. We have always been taught that “it is the early bird that
catclies the first worm:” but few people have stopped to consider
that in this case, as some observant person remarks, it is the carly
worm that gets caught.

1 know of one man who has made it a life practice to lic in bed

until ten o'clock in the forencon. During the hours when other per-
sons are rushing about, snatching their breakfasts and attending to
the first duties of the day, this man is thinking out the day’s work.
Much depends upon him, and no one realizes it better than he. With
clear, calm, judicial thought he takes up in turn each problem which
he knows he will be called upon to solve during the day, and dis-
poses of it in the most sensible manner that suggests itself. When
hé teaches his office the detail of the day's volume of work is accu-
rately mapped out. Errors of hasty judgment are thus practically

Ly

eliminated, and the work progresses smoothly. He credits his suc-

: | cess in life to this habit of lying abed mornings !

 Th this incident some advantage is taken of the old proverb, for
(e fatter §s clearly intended to stand as a protest against the habit of
| spending. the precious hours of day in slovenly sleep. Nevertheless

too mich made in that day of manual labor and the manner of
' w continual keeping-at-it. The modern

iy
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Oldetime conseyvalive business principles may have been |

taken of course toa see that fundamental principles of honesty and |
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